How to Google Like a Pro: 11 Tricks You Have to Know

Google

Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky

Google is a powerful tool, but you’re missing out on a lot of that power if you just type words into it. Master
Google and find the best results faster with these search tricks.

Whether you’re an inexperienced user or a seasoned professional, you’ll probably find at least one search operator
you weren’t aware of here. Many of Google’s search operators aren’t very well-known.

Exact Words and Phrases

One of the most basic and widely known search tricks is using quotation marks to search for an exact phrase. For
example, perform the following search and you’ll only get pages that contain the word “Hello” followed by the
word “World.”

“Hello World”

Search

GO ( ;8[@ "Hello World"
Search
I Everything
Images A "Hello world" program is a computer program that outputs "Hello, world™ on a
Maps display device. Because it is typically one of the simplest programs possible in ...
P + Purpose - History - Variations - See also
Videos
Hello-World: World Languages for Children of all ages
News hello-world.com
Shopping Games, songs and activities make leaming any language fun

This same method now works for exact-word queries. For example, if you search for “mining,” Google will also
show pages that contain the words “miners.” To prevent this, you have to enclose the word in quotes:

“mining”



Excluding a Word

The minus sign allows you to specify words that shouldn’t appear in your results. For example, if you’re looking for
pages about Linux distributions that don’t mention Ubuntu, use the following search:

linux distributions -ubuntu

Search
GO C igle linux distributions -ubuntu
Search
I Everything Distributions | Linux.com
https://www.linux.com/directory/Distributions
Images A Linux distribution is a collection of software applications built on top of the Linux|
Maps kemnel and operating system. There are many variations between distributions, ...
Videos GNU/Linux Distros - GNU Operating System
www_gnu.org/distros/
News 20 Sep 2011 - Free GNU/Linux system distributions (or “distros”) only include and
: only propose free software. They reject non-free applications, non-free ...
Shopping
More ientific Linux - Scientific Li
https:/fvww scientificlinux org/distributions

Site Search

The site: operator allows you to perform a search in a specific site. Let’s say you’re looking for information on
Windows 7 on How-To Geek. You could use the following search

site:howtogeek.com windows 7

You Search

GO-\ :8[(3 site:howtogeek.com windows 7

Search

Everything Windows 7 How-To Articles, Tips, and Guides .- How-To Geek
www_howtogeek com/tag/windows-7/

Images How-To Geek. The Best Articles for Tweaking and Customizing Windows 7 ... This |

Maps contains all of the articles written about Windows 7. If you can't find a topic ...

Videos 20 of the Best Windows 7 Articles of 2011 - How-To Geek
www_howtogeek.comv/.../20-of-the-best-windows-T-articles-of-2011/

News 24 Dec 2011 - How-To Geek has provided all kinds of tips and tricks to help you get
most from your Windows 7 system. The following are 20 of the best ...

Shopping

More Your Windows for the Christm n

You can also use the site: operator to specify a domain. For example, if you're looking for high-quality references,
you could use site:.edu to only pull up results from .edu domains.



Related Words

The tilde (~) operator is the opposite of enclosing a single word in quotes — it searches for related words, not just
the word you type. For example, if you ran the following search, you’d find search results with words similar to
“geek”:

~geek

Google  -~gee
Search
I Everything ] ] ) ) Ad - W
ThinkGeek™ Official Site | thinkgeek.com
Images www.thinkgeek.com
thinkgeek.com is rated Yok 8,145 reviews
Maps Quite possibly the best online shop for Geeks evar! Shop the Awesome.
Videos )
Linux - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
News en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linux
hobDi Linux 7] is a Unix-like computer op g system bled under the model of fre
Shopping and open source software development and distribution. The defining ...
More “+ List of Linux distributions - Linux kemel - History of Linux - Linus Torvalds

Apparently, “Linux” is the most similar word to geek, followed by “Greek.” “Nerd” comes in third. (Hey, no one
ever said Google was perfect.)

The Wildcard

The asterisk (*) is a wildcard that can match any word. For example, if you wanted to see what companies Google
has purchased and how much they paid, you could use this search:

“google purchased * for * dollars”

Killer YouTube Trick To Get More Views For Your Videos! - YouTube
=nurREar www._youtube com/watcht=dsLgXz0wi8l
e 20 Sep 2010 - 9 min - Uploaded by MonicaDWilliams
== = No wonder Google purchased YouTube for $1.65 Billion
) 535 dollars! Well, if you know that then you should also ...

Google + Motorola = Awesomeness - YouTube
= ——— www.youtube com/watchh=CoQaRYfcyTM
ot CEPQ 16 Aug 2011 - 9 min - Uploaded by reddnmilla
- Google purchased Motorola Mobility for 12.5 Billion Dollars

m and The future of the Android Platform is going to ...

More videos for "google purchased * for * dollars” »

Google Spends $50M on Aardvark | Black Web 2.0
www._blackweb20.com/2010/02/12/google-spends-50m-on-aardvark/

12 Feb 2010 - It was recently announced that Google purchased Aardvark for
around $50 million dollars. The first question you may have is what is Aardvark?

ntrepreneur | Personal Finan tori
www.coolchecks.net/blog/tag/entrepreneur
11 Apr 2011 - On August 6, 2010, Google purchased Slide.com for $182 million
dollars. Levchin received $39 million dollars for that sale. Shortly after that, on ...




Time Ranges

A little-known search operator allows you to specify a specific time range. For example, use the following search to
find results about Ubuntu from between 2008 and 2010:

ubuntu 2008..2010

Ubuntu's Shuttleworth praises Windows 7, welcomes fight « The ...
www._theregister.co.uk/2009/01/22/shuttleworth_windows_7/

22 Jan 2009 - Speaking with The Reg, the founder of popular Linux distro Ubuntu and
chief ... and build of Ubuntu in version 9.10, scheduled for October 2009. ... Review Nerd
alert: First Lucid Lynx Ubuntu beta fun (19 March 2010) ... (5 January 2009); Microsoft
gives XP another four months to live (22 December 2008) ...

Next Ubuntu LTS in 2010, unless Linuxes synchronize « The Register
www.theregister.co.uk/2008/05/13/ubuntu_linux_synchronization/

13 May 2008 - Mark Shuttleworth, head of Canonical and founder of the Ubuntu project,
has ... of Ubuntu, version 10.4, in April 2010 - unless, of course, Red Hat, Novell and ...
Debian devs (7 August 2009); Debian all business with Lenny and Squeeze ... Canonical
hippies spread Ubuntu Launchpad love (22 July 2008) ...

UBUNTU 10.04 Its - new look - alpha 3 - 9.3.2010 - YouTube
www.youtube com/watch?=C0kiV32JOMU

9 Mar 2010 - 8 min - Uploaded by tomasballon

... in or sign up now! Alert icon. Uploaded by tomasballon on Mar
9, 2010. New theme in UBUNTU 10.04 Its ...

File Type

The filetype: operator lets you search for files of a specific file type. For example, you could search for only PDF
files.

filetype:pdf how to geek

Search

GOL nge filetype:pdf how to geek

Search
| Evervhing or) How- heat Sheet Photosh
www.howtogeek com/wp.. /HTG-Cheatsheet-Photoshop-CS5. pdf
Images File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - Quick View

M How.To Geek Cheat Sheet. Toolbox Shortcut Keys. Layer Panel. V. Move Tool. Me
aps current layer down. M. Marquee Tool. > Merge all visible layers. L ...




One Word or the Other
The “OR” operator lets you find words that contain one term or another. For example, using the following search
will pull up results that contain either the word “Ubuntu” or the word “Linux.” The word “OR” must be in

uppercase.

ubuntu OR linux

Search
Go« nge ubuntu OR finux
Search
Everything Hom Ubuntu
www._ubuntu.com/
Images Official site; Commercially sponsored Debian-derived Linux distribution that focuses
Maps usability, a regular 6-month release cycle, and a commitment to at least ...
Download Deskiop
Videos Alternative downloads - Wubi - Ubuntu is used as a desktop
News Upgrade - Buy CDs - ... operating system by thousands ...
Shopping Search ubuntu.com
More ikipedia, the fr neych I
en.wikipedia_org/wiki/Linux
. Some popular mainstream Linux distributions include Debian (and its denvatives suc]
Any time as Ubuntu), Fedora and openSUSE. Linux distributions include the Linux ...
;P\a_si [‘I\?u‘_r » List of Linux distributions - Linux kemel - History of Linux - Linus Torvalds

Word Definitions

You don’t have to Google a word and look for a dictionary link if you want to see its definition. Use the following
search trick and you’ll see an inline definition:

define:word

Search

GO-\ ng(’ define:word

Search

word jwerd )

Noun A single distinct meaningful element of speech or writing, used with oth

Images (or sometimes alone) to form a sentence and typically shown

Maps Verb Choose and use particular words in order to say or write (something)
Videos Exclamation ll.Jsed tglexptess agreement: “That Jay is one dangerous character.”
News o

Synonyms: noun. speech - vocable - promise
Shopping verb. phrase - formulate - couch - verbalize
More info » Wikipedia - Dictionary com - Answers com - Merriam-Webster




Calculator

Use Google instead of pulling one out or launching a calculator app. Use the +, -, * and / symbols to specify
arithmetic operations. You can also use brackets for more complicated expressions. Here’s an example:

(4+2)*(6/3)

+You Search

Google  @¢+26/3

Search
Everything m [4 + 2) * {6 I 3) =12
More More about calculator

Search for documents containing the terms (4 +2) *(6/3).
Show search tools

Unit Conversions

The calculator can also convert between units. Just type “X [units] in [units]”. Here’s an example:

5 nautical miles in kilometers

Search
GO ( :8[(3 5 nautical miles in kilometers
Search
I Everything 5 nautical miles = 9.26 kilometers
Images More about calculator
Maps Nauti . )
autical mile - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Videos en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nautical_mile
The nautical mile (symbol M, NM or nmi) is a unit of length that is about one
News ... 2 Unit symbol; 3 History; 4 Conversions to other units; 5 Associated units .
Shopping Mile - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
More en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mile
mile. international, US survey, nautical. 1.609344, km, 1.609347219, km, 1.8
1609.344, m ... 5 Statute mile; 6 Metric mile; 7 Nautical mile. 7.1 Related .
Show search tools + Nautical mile - Metric mile - Miles per hour - Four-minute mile




